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Trinity Sunday                               27 May 2018 
 

Sentence 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory. 

                                                    Isaiah 6.3 

Prayer of the day 
Enfolding God, Trinity of love, 

you are our source, our goal, our life: 
may we be born again in you 

no more to live  

alone and unconnected,  
but sharing the Spirit’s breath 

and carried to your heart;  
through Jesus Christ, who lifts us up. Amen. 

 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Isaiah has a vision of God’s glory, and in this same moment, sees his own nature   
as a creature of God who falls far short of God’s vision for humanity. Notice the 
source for the beautiful affirmation we make during the Eucharist, “Holy, holy, 
holy...” 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple.  Seraphs were 
in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered 
their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they 
flew.  And one called to another and said: 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.  

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who 
called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am 
lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 
lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts! 



2 

 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had 
been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.  The seraph touched my 
mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your 
guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out. Then I heard the voice 
of the Lord saying,  Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  

And I said, “Here am I; send me!                                   Isaiah 6:1-8 

Reader Hear the word of the Lord 

ALL  Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 29   at 8am APBA, page 248    at 10am TiS 17  

This psalm is a hymn to the God of the storm, the mighty creator of na-
ture itself.  Above the tumult of the storm, God reigns in majestic peace. 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 

The gift of the Holy Spirit enables us to live in relationship with God as 
God truly desires – that we live adopted as God’s own children, sisters 
and brothers of the risen Lord who share his life and call out to God by 
his intimate name, ‘Abba’. The Spirit’s prompting us to pray,                  
demonstrates that we are indeed adopted as God’s own.  

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption. When we cry, Abba! Father!  It is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if    
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.                                                                          
       Romans 8:16-17 

Reader May your word live in us 

ALL  And bear much fruit to your glory 
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Pray for the Faithful Departed:  Margaret Courtney, Jean Frances 
Crameri, Harry Furlonger, William Mallinson, Jean (Jane) Gilchrist           
Garden, Isabel Doreen Jager-Glover, Herbert William Satchell,                             
Auther Mansell, Noel Willsmore  

 

Commemorations of the Week   

31 May The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth.                     
Recorded in Luke 1.39-45, followed by Mary’s song of praise,                             
Luke 1.46-55, which is best known from its use in the 1662 Book of                  
Common Prayer as the Magnificat, being the first word of the first line in 
Latin.  

Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion (Corpus Christi) Always the 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday, this commemoration focusses on the gift of 
holy communion and all the grace that flows from our participation in the 
meal Jesus left his followers. 

See the notice about the service to be held this week at St Peter’s          
Eastern Hill.     

 June 1.  Justin, martyr at Rome (d. c.167). Became a Christian c.130 
and is classed as the first Christian philosopher. Martyred for his faith              
under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, refusing the sacrifice to the gods of 
the empire.  
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you, You must be born from above. The wind blows where it chooses, 
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.                        

Nicodemus said to him, How can these things be?   Jesus answered him, 
Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except 
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And just as                     
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, that     whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God 
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.          John 3:1-17 

 

Reader For the Gospel of the Lord 

ALL  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK. For Reconciliation from APBA, p603.              
Lord God, bring us together as one, reconciled with you and reconciled 
with each other, You made us in your likeness, you gave us your Son, 
Jesus Christ. He has given us forgiveness from sin. Lord God, bring us 
together as one, different in culture but given new life in Jesus Christ, 
together as your body, your Church, your people. Lord God, bring us 
together as one, reconciled, healed, forgiven, sharing you with others  
as you have called us to do. In Christ Jesus, let us be together as one. 
Amen. 

 

Bible Readings next week    2nd Sunday after Pentecost [9] 

Deuteronomy 5.12-15   Ps 81.1-10    2 Cor. 4.5-12  Mark 2.23-36 
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Comment on the gospel reading.  

Jesus encounters the Judaism of his day when he meets with Nicodemus. This story 
is full of symbolism, beginning with the Pharisee who comes from the darkness of 
the night and world outside into the light, to meet Jesus who is the light of the 
world. Jesus explains to this learned teacher in Israel that God’s life or kingdom is 
entered by being transformed inwardly, and not only outwardly. So complete is 
this transformation that can only be spoken of as if person is born again – this 
time from above – and begins live anew. Martin Luther called verse 16 ‘the gospel 
in miniature’. God’s purpose is to save, to bring eternal life (participation in God’s 
life) but people judge themselves by hiding their evil deeds (sense of shame and 
guilt) from the light of Christ’s holiness. Once we bring who we are into that light 
we know ourselves loved and forgiven but first we have to risk the shame and         
potential rejection to discover this profoundly re-birthing truth. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

ALL  Alleluia, alleluia! 

  Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

  to God who is, who was, and who is to come. 

ALL  Alleluia, alleluia! 

Reader The Lord be with you 

ALL  And also with you 

Reader A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  

ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came    
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart 
from the presence of God. Jesus answered him, Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.                   
Nicodemus said to him, How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born? Jesus 
answered, Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be astonished that I said to 


